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ARGENTINA. 28 May—Strikes. The metallurgical workers declared 
a total strike, with demonstrations in Buenos Ayres which were broken 
up by the police. Tobacco workers also came out in support of the strike 
movement which began on 1 May. 

2 June—The salaries of all State employees were raised by decree, 
benefiting over 500,000 persons. 


AUSTRALIA. 21 May—Complaint to United States re plan to sell 
surplus dairy products overseas (see United States). 

29 May—General Election. Polling took place throughout the 
country and resulted in the Government winning 64 seats and the 
Opposition 57, as against 68 and 53 in the last Parliament. 


AUSTRIA. 20 May—Mr Dulles on Soviet charges against Austrian 
Government (see United States). 

21 May—British support for Mr Dulles’s denunciation of Russian 
charges (see Great Britain). 

26 May—Austro-Yugoslav convention on River Drave waters (see 
Yugoslavia). 

28 May—U.S.S.R. At a meeting of the Allied Council the U.S. 
deputy High Commissioner, supported by the British, accused the 
Soviet representative of ‘usurping the authority of the Allied Com- 
mission’, and moved a resolution reaffirming the principles of the four- 
Power control agreement. The Soviet High Commissioner refused 
to accept the resolution, or to allow the Soviet charges of 15 May 
against the Federal Government to be investigated. 

2 June—The British Ambassador and High Commissioner expressed 
deep regret to the Federal Chancellor over an incident on the night of 
1 June involving two British soldiers, who were arrested by the Austrian 
police, and resulting in the death of one Austrian and the wounding of 


five others. 


BELGIUM. 25 May—Defence. Speaking in the Senate in reply to an 
interpellation on the Government’s military policy M. Spinoy, Minister 
of Defence, said that the decision to shorten the term of military service 
from twenty-one to eighteen months gave no cause for alarm. The 
Government had taken measures to ensure that the Belgian commit- 
ment to provide for western defence a strength of 72 per cent of the 
‘intervention divisions’ in 1955 would be met. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 25 May—Terrorism. An unsuccessful attempt 
was made to blow up a pumping station. 

26 May—The statue of Queen Victoria in Georgetown was dam- 
aged by the explosion of dynamite. 

27 May—Telephone and telegraph lines were cut near Windsor 
Forest on the west coast of Demerara. 


BRITISH HONDURAS. 26 May—Mr Lyttelton on the Executive 
Council, etc. (see Great Britain). 
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BULGARIA. 22 May—Bulgarian-Greek declaration (see Greece). 
24 May—Resumption of diplomatic relations with Greece (see 
Greece). 


COUNCIL OF EUROPE. 20 May—lIn an opening speech to the 
Consultative Assembly Dr Adenauer, Federal German Chancellor, 
emphasized the threats to European unity and urged his listeners not to 
let the driving conception of Europe lose its force. He also appealed for 
help to end the refugee problem. 


EGYPT. 22 May—Colonel Nasser, Prime Minister, was reported in a 
Cairo newspaper to have informed the Syrian Ambassador that he was 
not opposed to any fusion of Arab States which had the approval of the 
peoples concerned. 

23 May—A party of British service men was attacked in the Canal 
Zone by Egyptians who hurled a grenade and opened rifle fire. 

24 May—The Council of the Revolution announced its decision to 
form a new chamber of the Revolutionary Tribunal, composed of a 
president and four members, to pass judgement on those accused of 
sedition on 28 April and during the preceding events. The judges were 
to be chosen by the Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces. 

26 May—Anglo-Egyptian Negotiations. An official of the Foreign 
Ministry stated that the British Government had made known its 
readiness to resume negotiations on the Canal Zone. 

29 May—Canal Zone. A British soldier guarding a lorry was 
brutally murdered by Egyptians at Ismailia and the lorry looted and 
burnt. At Port Said a British Government store was destroyed by fire, 
damage being estimated at £400,000. 

31 May—Canal Zone. The Egyptian authorities in Suez handed 
over the body of a British soldier who had been killed on 29 May. 

The Foreign Minister received the British Ambassador, who pro- 
tested against the continuation of incidents in the Zone. 


ETHIOPIA. 26 May et seg. State visit of Emperor to United States 
(see United States). 


EUROPEAN COAL AND STEEL COMMUNITY. 26 May—A 
conference of labour experts of the six member countries agreed to 
recommend the issue of European labour cards to enable coal and steel 


workers of the six countries to seek work in any country of the Com- 
munity. 


FRANCE. 20 May—Morocco. It was announced that M. Francis 
Lacoste, permanent French delegate to the United Nations, had been 
appointed Resident-General of Morocco in succession to Gen. Guil- 
laume who was to remain Inspector-General of French Forces in 
North Africa. 

21 May—Entente Cordiale. A British parliamentary delegation 
took part in official celebrations in Paris of the fiftieth anniversary of the 
Entente Cordiale. 
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France (continued) 

25 May—Indo-China. Gen. Ely, Chief of Staff, and Generals Salan 
and Pelissier arrived back in Paris after their tour of investigation in 
Indo-China. 

26 May—Geneva Conference. M. Bidault, Foreign Minister, 
arrived in Paris from Geneva and reported to the Council of Ministers 
who, it was later announced, renewed their confidence in his conduct of 
negotiations at the conference. 

E.D.C. The Foreign Affairs Committee of the Assembly decided by 
28 votes to 8 to postpone for up to fifteen days its vote on the E.D.C. 
treaty. 

28 May— Indo-China. The Cabinet announced that after approv- 
ing the measures taken or in course of being taken to reinforce the 
expeditionary corps in Indo-China they had examined ‘the proposals 
made by the National Defence Committee about the creation of several 
active divisions destined to form a general reserve’ and had decided 
upon the ‘progressive and rapid conscription of the second half of the 
call up for 1954’. 

29 May—E.D.C. The congress of the Socialist Party, meeting in 
Paris, voted by 1,969 to 1,215 in favour of their parliamentary repre- 
sentatives approving the ratification of E.D.C. At Lille the M.R.P. 
congress adopted a motion declaring that they could not collaborate 
with any party that rejected E.D.C. 

30 May—M. Marc Jacquet, State Secretary for the Associated 
States, resigned owing to his disagreement with the Government's 
policy on Indo-China. 

31 May—Indo-China. M. Raymond Schmittlein (Gaullist) was 
appointed State Secretary for the Associated States. 

1 June—Indo-China. The National Assembly began a debate on the 
Indo-Chinese situation. M. Schmittlein resigned. 


GENEVA CONFERENCE ON KOREA AND INDO-CHINA. 
21 May—Indo-China. The conference discussed Indo-China in 
private restricted session. 

22 May—Korea. Mr Chou En-lai (China) said that China did not 
claim any monopoly as champion of national aspirations in Asia. He 
insisted that all foreign troops must be withdrawn before elections in 
Korea, but he agreed with the North Korean delegate that the time 
limit for this was ‘open for discussion’. He supported the North Korean 
proposal for an all-Korean commission to run elections ‘by mutual 
agreement’, and, to assist the commission, proposed the setting up of a 
neutral nations supervisory commission formed from representatives 
of nations which had taken no part in the Korean war. China would not 
accept a United Nations agency. He reserved his position on the 
question of war prisoners which he could not consider closed. 

Gen. Nam II (North Korea) said that the presence of foreign troops 
in South Korea was incompatible with free all-Korean elections, and he 
asserted that the recent elections in South Korea were held ‘under 
conditions of rude suppression of democratic freedoms, violence, police 
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persecution, and acts of terrorism’. Referring to his previous proposals 

(see p. 279), he said that the principle of proportional representation 

would be observed for the all-Korean national assembly, but not for 

the all-Korean commission to supervise elections which would be 
appointed by the two legislative assemblies and would include ‘repre- 
sentatives of the largest democratic social organizations’. He said this 

did not mean only Communist organizations: it would include repre- 

sentatives of ‘social organizations of various political trends’. ‘The 

representative character of the national assembly would be ensured by 
the establishment of electoral districts equal in population and repre- 
sentation. 

Mr Pyun (South Korea), after opposing the proposed all-Korea 
commission and rejecting any idea of a Russian guarantee, put forward 
his own proposals, a fourteen-point plan according to which free elec- 
tions would be held under United Nations supervision in North and 
South Korea within six months, with representation in proportion to 
population. Immediately after the elections the all-Korean legislature 
would meet in Seoul to decide whether to elect a new President, to 
amend the Constitution, and to disband military units. Chinese troops 
would withdraw a month before the elections. A phased withdrawal of 
United Nations troops might start before the elections but must not be 
concluded before the united government had achieved effective control 
over the whole of Korea. The independence of Korea would be guaran- 
teed by the United Nations. 

Mr Krishna Menon, chief Indian delegate to the United Nations, 
arrived in Geneva and began discussions with leading delegates. 

25 May—Indo-China. The conference discussed Indo-China in 
restricted session. 

Viet Minh Proposals. Proposals submitted by the Viet Minh delega- 
tion were later published by Zass. The main points were: (1) a complete 
and simultaneous cease-fire, applicable to both regular and irregular 
forces, throughout Indo-China; (2) a withdrawal of regular forces into 
defined zones, the conference to define the basic principles and the 
technical details to be studied on the spot in each of the three States; 
(3) a complete cessation of reinforcements and deliveries into Indo- 
China to be a precondition of the cease-fire; (4) the cease-fire to be con- 
trolled by commissions composed of representatives of the belligerents 
and by representatives of neutral States; (6) a guarantee of the cease- 
fire by States taking part in the conference. It was suggested that dis- 
cussion of a cease-fire should begin with the case of Vietnam and that 
procedures applicable to Laos and Cambodia should be worked out. 
Under the cease-fire French aircraft would be prohibited from flying 
over Viet Minh territory and French warships from entering Viet 
Minh ‘territorial waters’. 

Korea. A North Korean spokesman made clear at a press conference 
that according to their proposals the neutral nations commission would 
‘observe’ and not ‘supervise’ Korean elections. 

27 May—Indo-China. M. Bidault proposed, in the restricted session, 
that two principles be followed: that no provision for a cease-fire 
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Geneva Conference on Korea and Indo-China (continued) 

should be regarded as amounting to partition, and that the decision of 
the conference must guarantee the future security of the country, ic. 
Vietnam. He made six proposals which amounted to: that military 
representatives of each side should meet in Geneva and discuss the 
cease-fire and examine zones for regrouping the troops, and make 
recommendations to the conference, with which they should keep in 
touch. 

Mr Chou En-lai supported the proposals already made by the Com- 
munist side, and also maintained that when the cease-fire came into 
effect aid to Vietnam must cease. Mr Dinh (Vietnam) appealed strongly 
for the unity and independence of Vietnam and said the Viet Minh 
plan for self-contained areas large enough to be economically sound, 
would ‘tear apart’ the Vietnam nation. 

28 May—Indo-China. Experts of the various delegations met to 
draw up a list of proposals for a settlement in clarification of the plans 
which had been put forward. 

Korea. Mr Bedell Smith (U.S.A.), addressing a plenary session 
said that the United Nations had been denounced as a belligerent 
institution by the Soviet delegate, supported both by the Chinese and 
North Korean representatives, whose countries had been declared 
aggressors by the United Nations. He charged the Soviet Union with 
rejecting the principle of collective security, which should, he said, 
‘cause the majority of us to think and to draw closer together’. He asked 
why Russia should object so strongly to free elections under United 
Nations supervision, and he rejected Communist proposals for elections 
‘free in name but rigged in fact’, as Mr Eden had put it. He supported 
the South Korean proposals as being ‘clear, moderate, and reasonable’ 
they represented ‘an important and significant act of faith in the United 
Nations and in genuinely free elections’. 

Sefior Francisco Urrutia (Colombia) said that if they were to make 
any general progress at the conference they must first respect the 
United Nations. Mr Cevat Acikalin (Turkey) rejected the Chinese and 
North Korean proposals. He denounced the ‘monstrous distortions’ 
which represented the aggressor as the victim and tried to make out 
that the United States was the fomentor of the war. Prince Wan (Siam) 
supported the South Korean proposals as a reasonable basis for dis- 
cussion. Mr Alan Watt (Australia) said that the very authority of the 
United Nations was being challenged by the Communist countries, 
and Australia, as a small Power with every reason to support the 
principle of collective security, ‘must reject this challenge to the 
authority and moral significance of the United Nations’. 

It was announced by a Chinese spokesman that the U.S. delegation 
had informed the British delegation of its willingness to make contact 
with Chinese representatives on the question of thirty-one American 
nationals under arrest in China. The question of Chinese nationals and 
students alleged to have been refused exit permits from the United 
States would also be raised. 

29 May—Indo-China. All the delegations discussing Indo-China 
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accepted the British proposal that military representatives from the two 
commands (France and Vietnam on one side, and Viet Minh on the 
other) should meet in Geneva to discuss the regrouping of units in 
Vietnam, as the first step towards an armistice. Contacts should also be 
established in Indo-China and report as soon as possible. 

31 May—The Viet Minh Ambassador to China told the press at 
Geneva that it was not true that Viet Minh aimed at any permanent 
partition of Indo-China. He pointed out that there was no way of 
achieving a cease-fire other than by the grouping of troops into zones. 
The military arrangements were merely in preparation for free elections. 

The delegations discussing Indo-China discussed the form of an 
international control commission for the mixed French and Viet Minh 
commissions which were to carry out the military arrangements. Mr 
Gromyko, representing Mr Molotov, proposed that Poland, Czecho- 
slovakia, India, and Pakistan should be represented on it, and he main- 
tained that the commission must be ‘neutral’. Mr Bedell Smith agreed 
that it must be ‘really neutral’, and objected that this it would not be 
unless it was composed of really independent States. Mr Chou En-lai 
supported the Soviet pro i 

1 June—Mr Molotov arrived back in Geneva. 

2 June—Indo-China. The restricted session of the nine delegations 
made no progress at all, chiefly because the French and Vietnamese 
found the Russian proposal for the membership of the neutral inter- 
national commission ‘totally unacceptable’. Representatives of the two 
high commands also had their first meeting. 


GERMANY. 20 May—East German Church Affairs. The east 
German news agency, replying to the charges made by Bishop Dibelius 
on 18 May, accused him of ‘artistically constructed attacks’ upon the 
Government and of irresponsibility in blaming the Government for the 
facts of life affecting the church. It denied that there was any church 
struggle going on in the German Democratic Republic. 

21 May—West Germany. A new anti-trust law to take the place of 
the existing allied legislation was approved by the Bundesrat. The law 
provided for exceptions in the case of transport, agriculture, and central 
banking, and also allowed the formation of cartels for the encourage- 
ment of foreign trade, the rationalization of industry, or to avert a 
state of economic crisis. The law was opposed by the economic com- 
mittee of the Bundesrat. 

24 May—Restrictions on Traffic and Movement. The British, 
French, and United States High Commissioners sent a reply to the letter 
of 18 April from Mr Semionov, Soviet High Commissioner (in which he 
had rejected the western proposal for four-Power talks on traffic and 
movement throughout Germany). They regretted that the Soviet 
authorities had failed to take unilateral measures to improve facilities in 
their own zone and had also ignored their suggestion for discussions of 
German technical experts concerning the western proposals of 22 
February. They stated that their Governments had already rejected the 
Soviet proposal for joint committees of east and west Germans, and 
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Germany (continued) 

they did not recognize the east German Government but still regarded 
the Soviet Union as the Power responsible for the Soviet Zone. The 
letter rejected as without foundation the changes regarding criminal 
organizations in west Berlin, and declared that the High Commissioners 
would not be diverted from the proposals they had already made. 

West Germany. It was announced that eight leading west German 
Communists, including a former deputy, Fritz Rische, had been 
arrested, Rische on orders from the Federal Attorney-General, and the 
others on warrants from a Federal Court judge. 

25 May—Civil Aviation. It was learned that the Federal Govern- 
ment had applied to the allied High Commission for a special licence to 
acquire, import, and operate the first four aircraft of the projected 
German civil aviation fleet. | 


2 di 27 May—Berlin. Mr Dengin, representative of the Soviet High 
it %4 Commission, protested to the British commandant that Archbishop 
rh Boris, Patriarch of the Russian Orthodox Church in western Europe, 
ie: had been illegally detained when on his way to a church service in west { 
f:! Berlin. A spokesman for the west Berlin Customs police said the Arch- é 
oe” bishop’s car had been stopped at the Soviet-British border because I 
siti it had an east Berlin licence plate, but had at once been allowed to 
ass. 
28 May—Western Germany. The national congress of the $i 
Ss: Christian Democratic Union opened in Bonn. tc 
ocE 29 May—Dr Adenauer, addressing the congress on foreign policy, al 
cas criticized Germans in the Federal Republic who had been taking steps h: 
hy to get into touch with the Soviet authorities in East Germany, and said 
bs: the Republic would take up diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union P: 
(+. when the proper time came. th 
ei) The Congress passed unanimously a resolution urging ratification M 
I e? of the E.D.C. Treaty and appealing to the nations of Europe to press in 
(3: resolutely towards political integration. ref 
he 
I: : GREAT BRITAIN. 20 May—Gibraltar. Sir Winston Churchill, sto 
se Prime Minister, stated in reply to questions in the House: ‘No promises sta 
ig to cede Gibraltar to Spain were made during the late war.’ He agreed to: 
to publish in Hansard the text of a minute dated 26 June 1940 from of 
himself, then Prime Minister, to the Foreign Secretary. It stated: ‘I am I 
sure we shall gain nothing by offering to “discuss” Gibraltar at the end ma, 
of the war. Spaniards will know that if we win discussions will not be req 
fruitful; and if we lose they would not be necessary. I do not believe of t 
mere verbiage of this kind will affect the Spanish decision. It only atec 
shows weakness and lack of confidence in our victory, which will Mir 
encourage them the more.’ also 
Spanish statement on alleged British promise to cede Gibraltar (see was 
Spain). incr 
Gibraltar. Lord Templewood, who as Sir Samuel Hoare was R 
Ambassador to Spain from 1940 to 1944, said that the Spanish Govern- Se 


ment’s statement that the Prime Minister had offered to consider 26 
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handing over Gibraltar to Spain in return for war-time neutrality was 

‘nothing more than tendentious lies’. 

Indo-China. Sir Winston Churchill, Prime Minister, replying to a 
question in the Commons, stated that H.M. Government had not been 
informed in advance of Franco-U.S. discussions about the circum- 
stances in which the United States might intervene militarily in Indo- 
China. Mr Eden had discussed the matter with U.S. representatives in 
Geneva, and the British Ambassador in Washington had since been 
given a full account of the discussions by the State Department. It 
appeared that the exchanges were of an informal exploratory nature 
and that neither party had entered into further commitments. 

21 May—Austria. The Foreign Office announced its support of the 
Note by Mr Dulles to the United States representative on the Allied 
Council, denouncing Soviet charges against the Austrian Government 
as ‘clearly meant to intimidate the Government of a free people’. 

British protest to Russia re charges against diplomat (see U.S.S.R.). 

22 May—Geneva Conference. Mr Eden arrived by air from Geneva 
for ministerial discussions, having held a three-hours’ conversation 
en route in Paris with Mr Krishna Menon, chief Indian delegate to the 
United Nations. 

Trade with Russia. Mr Heathcoat Amory, Minister of State, 
Board of Trade, said in a parliamentary written reply that in the past 
six months the Board of Trade had received applications for licences 
to export to Russia and China machine tools, electrical equipment, steel, 
and other metals worth more than £32 m. Applications worth £4 m. 
had so far been granted. 

25 May—Malaya. Mr Lyttelton, Colonial Secretary, gave in a 
Parliamentary reply the text of a letter of 18 May which he had sent to 
the representatives of the United Malay National Organization, and the 
Malayan Chinese Association Alliance who had visited London to urge 
increased elected representation in the Federal Legislative Council. In 
regard to the delegates’ request that Government servants should not 
be debarred from standing for election to the Council, Mr Lyttelton 
stood by the concessions already made to allow junior civil servants to 
stand and to allow those in the senior grades over the age of forty-six 
to retire on pension, but he said that to go further would incur the risk 
of grave damage to the status and efficiency of the Civil Service. 

He conceded the delegation’s wish that there should be a simple 
majority vote in all constituencies, but said he could not grant the 
request that certain other persons, besides federal citizens and subjects 
of the rulers, should be given the right to vote. He agreed that nomin- 
ated members of the Legislative Council should not be precluded from 
Ministerial office as holders of portfolios in the Executive Council; and 
also that elections should be held as early as practicable in 1955. But he 
was unable to agree that the number of elected representatives should be 
increased to at least three-fifths of the Council. 

Reply by President of U.M.N.O. (see Malaya). 

Saudi Arabian complaint re Buraimi oasis (see Saudi Arabia). 

26 May—Saudi Arabia. The Foreign Office stated that Saudi 
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Great Britain (continued) 
Arabian allegations that the British Government were starving women 
and children in Buraimi were completely false. The oasis belonged partly 
to the ruler of Abu Dhabi and partly to the Sultan of Muscat. The 
Saudi Arabian official, Turki Bin Ataisham, invaded it with an armed 
force in 1952 and had remained there, bribing and intimidating the 
inhabitants in an effort to persuade them to declare their allegiance to 
Saudi Arabia. H.M. Government had placed restrictions on his move- 
ments but had given an assurance that food for the inhabitants would 
not be stopped, and there were ample supplies for them. The British 
authorities had received no report of any incident on 22 May. 

Sierra Leone. The Colonial Office announced the decision to 
appoint a commission under Mr Keith-Lucas to examine the existing 
electoral systems in Sierra Leone. 


i? di Report of British readiness to resume Anglo-Egyptian negotiations 
ic y+ on the Canal Zone (see Eg) pt). 

ian: British Honduras. Mr Lyttelton, Colonial Secretary, announced in 
ie: ! Parliament that the Government had decided that the People’s United 
es! Party should be given an opportunity to shoulder the responsibilities 


entrusted to them by the electorate, and that accordingly the plans for 

the reconstruction of the Executive Council would go ahead. P.U.P. 

leaders had accepted an invitation to unofficial members of the Council ) 
to visit London later in the year for talks on development and progress . 4 
in the Colony. They had given the Governor an assurance of their full 
co-operation in an endeavour to work the Constitution loyally and with ] 
goodwill and were prepared to take the oath of allegiance freely and 

without reservation. The new Executive Council would consist of three | 
ex officio, two nominated, and four elected members. 

May—The N.T.S. in Britain. The Government received a ‘ 
protest from the Soviet Government against the activities of the Russian . 
anti-Soviet Organization, N.T.S., or ‘Russian Solidarists’, which the - 
British authorities were alleged to have protected, giving it ‘every . 
possibility to carry on its criminal activities’. The organization was re 

te 
Ww 


stated to be particularly engaged ‘in the recruitment of persons from 
among traitors and war criminals, who are being trained and dispatched 
to the U.S.S.R. to carry out espionage and diversionist and terrorist 


activities’. 

31 May—Armed Forces. The Ministry of Defence issued figures H 
showing that on 1 April the strength of the Army was 446,200, of the (s 
Navy and Marines, 133,900, and of the R.A.F., 265,100, excluding 
women’s auxiliary services. H 

1 June—Buganda. The Colonial Secretary made a statement in " 
Parliament in terms similar to those of the announcement in Uganda 
on 31 May. He said that towards the end of April the Uganda National Hl 
Congress had calied for a three months’ buying boycott of everything gar 
but ‘bare necessities’, and referred to the methods of intimidation which the 
were increasingly used. In reply to a question Mr Lyttelton stated that be, 
the Regent of Buganda had expressed himself strongly against the (TI 


campaign of intimidation. All the unofficial Members for Buganda and wit 
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the Lukiko were in favour of the action of the Governor, ‘and that goes 
for the Members from Buganda’. 

2 June—Colonial Territories. One annual report of the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies was published, Cmd. 9169. 


GREECE. 22 May—Bulgaria. Greek and Bulgarian representatives 
signed in Paris a declaration recording the Bulgarian Government’s 
agreement to fulfil its obligations under the peace treaty. It stated that a 
joint committee of experts would meet in Paris in June to discuss the 
payment by Bulgaria of $45 m. allotted to Greece for war reparations, 
and that all other peace treaty problems would be settled through dip- 
lomatic channels. The Bulgarian Government also agreed to hand over 
a list of Greek nationals—excepting political refugees—living in Bul- 
garia and to help in facilitating the repatriation of those wishing to 
return to Greece. 

24 May—The Foreign Ministry announced that Greece and Bul- 
garia had decided to resume diplomatic relations immediately (for the 
first time since 1941). 


GUATEMALA. 21 May—A Foreign Ministry statement denied the 
United States’ allegation that arms had been shipped to Guatemala from 
Communist countries, but added that ‘no one can question her legiti- 
mate right to buy freely from any country in the world’. 

24 May—Despatch of U.S. military equipment to Nicaragua and 
Honduras (see United States). 

25 May—Mr Dulles on shipment of arms to Guatemala (see United 
States). 

27 May—Reports reaching Belize, British Honduras, stated that 
many people in Guatemala had been arrested on charges of recruiting 
men for a secret army to be used for a seizure of power. Widespread 
arrests were also reported of people writing the figure thirty-two on 
walls. This was being done throughout the country to suggest that the 
Government was not observing Article 32 of the Constitution according 
to which ‘political organizations of an international or foreign character’ 
were forbidden. 

Search of French ship (see United States). 


HONDURAS. 24 May—Despatch of U.S. military equipment by air 
(see United States). 


HONG KONG. 20 May—Relaxation of U.S. restrictions on exports 
to Hong Kong (see United States). 


HUNGARY. 24 May—In a report to the third congress of the Hun- 
garian Workers in Budapest, Mr Rakosi, First Secretary, proposed in 
the name of the central committee that the next five-year plan should 
begin in 1956 instead of 1955, which would be a year of preparation. 
(This would bring Hungary into line with the Soviet Union and 
with Czechoslovakia, both of whose next five-year plans were due to 
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Hungary (continued) 
start in 1956). On foreign policy, he attacked the European Defence 
Community, referred to the danger to Hungarian security of German 
militarism, and said that Hungary wished to join the United Nations. 
Mr Rakosi said the keynote of the next five-year plan would be to 
raise food production, which he had indicated was no higher and in 
parts even lower than before the war. He envisaged a ‘considerably 
slower’ rate of development for industry, stating that the Party had 
four tasks: (1) gearing the economy more to consumer demands than to 
heavy industry; (2) preventing further disproportion between various 
economic branches, above all by developing the socialist sector in 
agriculture; (3) closer economic co-operation with the other People’s 
Democracies; the plan would be ‘altered’ to the plans of the other 
People’s Democracies and above all to that of the Soviet Union; 
(4) raising the living standards of the countryside to the level of those of 
the towns. He approved the new economic policy introduced in June 
1953, but condemned the leniency, sometimes reaching ‘culpable 
Liberalism’, with which it was being carried out, as this was jeopardizing 
its success. 


26 May—Yugoslav-Hungarian barter agreement (see Yugoslavia). 


INDIA. 20 May—U.S.S.R. Mr Nehru informed the Council of States 
that the Government had protested to Russia about the use of Indian 
nationals abroad for espionage. He referred to a case in which an Indian 
had been deported from the United Kingdom after it had been dis- 
covered that he was covering the activities of the Indian High Com- 
missioner in London for the Kremlin. 

26 May—English in Schools. The Supreme Court ruled as ultra 
vires an order of the Bombay Government prohibiting the admission of 
students with an Indian language as their mother tongue into schools 
with English as the medium of instruction. The ruling upheld the 
Bombay High Court’s judgement on three applications challenging the 
Government’s order. 

2 June—Mr Nehru, speaking at Bhopal, said that India had not been 
invited to the Geneva Conference, and it appeared strange that prob- 
lems vitally affecting Asian countries should be discussed by other 
nations. Asian countries would not for long tolerate other countries 


continuing to guide their destinies. He said that India was silently . 


trying to use her influence in bringing about a peaceful solution of the 
Indo-China and Korea problems. If the problem of Indo-China was 
not amicably settled it was likely to bring disaster for the whole world. 


INDO-CHINA. 21 May—A defence post at Anxa, twelve miles north- 
west of Thaibinh, fell to a mass attack by the Viet Minh. Three posts 
in the triangle Phuly-Thaibinh-Namdinh in the south-west sector were 
reported to be encircled by the Viet Minh. A Franco-Vietnamese force 
killed more than 300 Viet Minh and captured seventy-five in an am- 
phibious operation south of Phuly. Two Viet Minh battalions were 
cut off and were heavily attacked from the air as they retreated. 
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A further twenty-three Viet Minh were killed and eighty-seven 
captured in an operation north of Ban Yen Nhan, about twenty miles 
east of Hanoi. 

The Viet Minh attacked Nam Tha, eighty miles north-west of 
Luang Prabang. 

22 May—Cambodia. Mr Penn Nouth, Prime Minister, said that his 
country ‘resumed full freedom of action’ on the question of continued 
membership of the franc monetary area in the face of the refusal of the 
Vietnamese Government to hand over 1,000 m. piastres (about {12 m.) 
owing to Cambodia as its share of Indo-Chinese Customs duties. 

23 May—Gen. Ely, French Chief of Staff, accompanied by Generals 
Pelissier and Salan, left by air for Paris. 

Cambodia. The French High Command announced that French 
Union forces had evacuated Siempang, about 200 miles north-east of 
Pnomh-Penh, the capital. 

24 May—The evacuation of French Union wounded from Dien 
Bien Phu continued. Twelve Vietnamese were included for the first 
time. 

26 May—It was announced that the French had evacuated two posts 
in the delta, seven miles south-east of Thaibinh. The garrisons with- 
drawn were ambushed. A strong Viet Minh attack against the beseiged 
post of Yen Phu, in the Phuly area of the delta, was broken up by French 
air attacks. 

The aerial evacuation of 859 wounded from Dien Bien Phu was 
completed. 

Vietnam. A congress in Saigon of Vietnamese nationalists represent- 
ing the main religious groups demanded the end of the French occupa- 
tion and pledged themselves never to surrender to Communism or to 
ater any compromise ‘which might affect national independence or 
iberty’. 

27 May—The French High Command announced the evacuation of 
the post of Ame, eleven miles north of Thaibinh and about forty miles 
south-east of Hanoi. 

28 May—Laos. Viet Minh pressure increased on Franco-Laotian 
ama between Dien Bien Phu and Luang Prabang, particularly on 

vam Bac. 

1 June—Saigon. An explosion occurred near Saigon in one of the 

largest French ammunition depots, destroying about one tenth of the 
stores, 


Viet Minh forces captured an outpost and a military tower ten miles 
from Saigon. 


_ Laos. Viet Minh forces captured the post of Done Talat in Southern 
Laos. 


INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANIZATION. 2 June—The 
thirty-seventh session of the I.L.O. Conference opened at Geneva, 
with representatives of Russia, the Ukraine, and Byelo-Russia present, 
after an absence lasting several years. 
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IRELAND. 20 May—General Election. The results of the polling 
of 18 May were announced as follows: Fianna Fail At 72); 
Fine Gael 50 (45); Labour 19 (15); Farmers 5 (7); C na Poblachta 
3 (2); Independents 5 (6). 

2 June—New Government. The Dail, by 79 votes to 66, elected 
as Prime Minister Mr John A. Costello (Fine Gael), who formed a 
Coalition Government of the Fine Gael, Labour, and Farmers parties. 
Among the Ministers were: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for 
Industry and Commerce, Mr W. Norton (Labour); Education, Gen. 
R. Mulcahy (Fine Gael); Land, Mr J. Blowick (Farmers); Agriculture, 
Mr James Dillon (Fine Gael); Finance, Mr G. Sweetman (Fine Gael); 
justice, Mr J. Everett (Labour); Defence, Gen. S. MacEoin (Fine Gael); 
External Affairs, Mr L. Cosgrave (Fine Gael); Social Welfare, Mr 
Corish (Labour). 


i 34 ISRAEL. 24 May—Jordan protests re alleged incidents (see Jordan). 

25 May—Further Jordan protest (see Jordan). 
it sy 31 May—Mixed Armistice Commission. The Israel-Jordan 
iC! Commission, meeting to consider an attack on the Jordan village of 
Nazlat Isa on 28 May, condemned Israel for a ‘flagrant violation’ of the 
armistice agreement. The Israel-Egyptian commission condemned I 
Egypt for firing into Israel territory on 25 May, and condemned Israel t 
for attacking an Egyptian outpost on 28 May. I 


ITALY. 21 May—Yugoslavia: Adriatic Incident. A Yugoslav motor 
torpedo boat stopped an Italian trawier in the Adriatic and put four 
naval ratings on board, with the intention of escorting the trawler 
into a Yugoslav port. An Italian patrol vessel later apzeared and the 
Yugoslav vessel withdrew to avoid a serious incident, leaving the ratings 
on board. The Italian trawler proceeded to an Italian port where the kK 
Yugoslavs were taken into custody. The Yugoslavs main‘ained that the P 
trawler was illegally fishing within Yugoslav territorial waters. This was L 

7. 
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denied by the Italians. 

23 May—The Government released the four Yugoslav ratings. 

2 June—A section of the P.N.M. (Monarchist Party) led by Signor 
‘ai Lauro, its President, decided to break away and form. a new party to 
*: be called the Monarchist Popular Party (P.P.M.). 


JAPAN. 27 May—Persian Oil. A Japanese tanker of the Idemitsu 
Oil Company began unloading a cargo of Persian oil at Kawasaki in 
spite of representations made to the Government by the British ca 
Embassy. The Government had said there were no grounds for action 
as the company did not plan to sell the oil inside Japan. M 
2 June—Defence. The Upper House approved two defence Bills 0; 
passed by the House of Representatives on 7 May. They resolved es 
unanimously that defence units should not be sent overseas. of 


JORDAN. 24 May—Border Incidents. The Government lodged six ho 
protests with the Mixed Armistice Commission, alleging four attacks pe 
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by Israelis, one case of setting fire to Arab grassland, and flights by an 
Israeli plane over Jordan territory. 

25 May—The Government protested to Major-Gen. Bennike, chief 
of the U.N. truce supervisory organization, that Israelis had opened 
fire on the Augusta Victoria hospital in the Arab sector of Jerusalem. 


KENYA. 20 May—Agriculture. A five-year Government plan for 
African agricultural development was tabled in the Legislature. It 
provided for the expenditure of the recent U.K. grant of {5 m. 

Emergency. Mr Blundell, Minister without portfolio, said in the 
Legislature that the terrorists had between 1,500 and 1,600 precision 
weapons ranging from pistols to elephant guns. The gangs were norm- 
ally composed of eight or ten members with one precision weapon. The 
maximum strength they could put into the field at one time was there- 
fore probably about 15,000 to 16,000. 

24 May—Emergency Figures. Figures issued for the week ended 
22 May showed that 124 Mau-Mau were killed, 8 captured wounded, 
and 475 suspects detained. Security forces’ casualties were five killed 
and eight wounded. 

28 May—Mau-Mau. It was officially announced that the whole 
population of the Aguthi location, Nyeri, some 7,000 in all, had volun- 
terred ‘to seek Mau-Mau in the location’, and carried out a mass sweep, 
but without rounding up any terrorists. 

1 June—The Wakamba. An official review of the extension of the 
Mau-Mau organization to the Wakamba tribe showed that over 3,000 
of the tribe were given the Mau-Mau oath in Nairobi up to March. 
Since December 169 had been arrested for Mau-Mau offences by the 
end of March. 


KOREA. 20 May—South Korea. Polling for a General Election took 
place quietly throughout South Korea and resulted in President Rhee’s 
Liberal Party winning 109 seats out of a total of 203; Independents, 
74; Democratic Nationalist Party, 15; and splinter parties, 5. The poll 
was heavy. 


LUXEMBOURG. 30 May—General Election. Polling for the General 
Election resulted in the Christian Social Party securing 26 seats, a 
gain of 5; the Liberals 6, a loss of 2, the Socialists 17, a loss of 2; and 
the Communists 3, a loss of 1. 

31 May—The Prime Minister, Mr Joseph Bech, resigned, but was 
called on to form a new Government. 


MALAYA. 24 May—Party Negara. The party (headed by Dato 
Onn Bin Ja’afar) issued a statement announcing as its aims: (1) the 
establishment by constitutional means of a self-governing United States 
of Malaya within the British Commonwealth; (2) the maintenance of 
good order and good government pending independence; (3) the 
honouring of obligations to past Government servants and to any 
persons displaced by Malayans; (4) the creation of a Malayan civil 
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Malaya (continued) 

service, as opposed to the colonial service, and the recruitment of 
Malayans so far as possible; (5) support for the position of the Malay 
rulers as constitutional heads of State; (6) the encouragement of 
investment in Malaya by removing fear of expropriation and by offering 
inducements to investors. 

A meeting in Kuala Lumpur of the executive committee of the 
United Malay National Organization and the Malayan Chinese 
Association Alliance received a report from Tungku Abdul Rahman, 
President of U.M.N.O., and Mr T. H. Tan, executive secretary of 
M.C.A., who had visited London to urge an increase in the number of 
elected members under the new constitution. A resolution was passed 
demanding that a royal commission be appointed to review immediately 
the question of federal elections giving a narrow majority to elected 
members of the new Federal Legislative Council. It stated that if a 
commission were not appointed the Alliance would boycott the elec- 
f tions and Alliance members would resign from the Federal Govern- 
it ey ment and from all State and local councils. 

sat, 25 May—Mr Lyttelton’s letter to delegates of U.M.N.O.-M.C.A. 
4 Alliance (see Great Britain). 
ie 26 May—Gen. Templer, High Commissioner, stated at a farewell 
ary press conference before his departure from Malaya that there had been a 
heavy loss of Communist leaders in recent months. The terrorists had 
withdrawn into the jungle to avoid attack and surrenders had become 
more difficult to obtain. The Communists’ main objectives were: (1) 
to establish bases for their higher command; (2) to strengthen control 
of villages and towns on the jungle fringes so that they could get 
supplies; and (3) to penetrate political parties and trade unions and to 
build underground organizations in the towns. Gen. Templer said that 
Communist strength in Malaya was between 4,400 and 6,000 men, 
which was a decline of about 2,000 in the past three years. He still 
maintained that the emergency could be ended in three months if 
everyone co-operated with the security forces and gave any information 
they had. Security forces were dropping 2 m. leaflets every week in 
pursuance of the propaganda campaign, and planes were broadcasting 
to about fifteen jungle targets each week. al 

30 May:-—Gen. Templer, in a farewell message as British High Com- th 
missioner, said that the emergency could be ended ‘in a pretty short ay 
time’ if everyone helped against the terrorists. He believed that the only Ci 
hope for the future of the country was in the gradual formation of a 82 
truly united Malayan nation. je 

31 May—Sir Donald MacGillivray was sworn in as High Commis- sy 
sioner of the Federation. uy 
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MOROCCO. 20 May—Appointment of M. Lacoste as French Resident 3¢ 
General (see France). a 
21 May—Terrorism. One Moroccan was killed and another fic 
seriously wounded by terrorists near Rabat. ec 
25 May—Terrorism. Thirty-six people were hurt when a bomb bu 
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exploded at Marrakesh during a farewell visit of Gen. Guillaume, the 
retiring Resident-General. 

26 May—A Moroccan policeman was shot and fatally wounded at 
Oujda. In Casablanca two Frenchmen—an army sergeant and a police- 
man—were seriously wounded by gunfire. 


NETHERLANDS. 2 June—Relations between Europe and 
America. A group of seventy-five influential Europeans and Americans 
of all persuasions concluded a meeting at Oosterbeek, called at the 
instance of the Prince of the Netherlands. 


NEW ZEALAND. 24 May—South-east Asian Defence. Mr Holland, 
Prime Minister, declared himself in favour of a full examination with- 
out commitment of the military problems in south-east Asia by the 
five Governments concerned, including the United Kingdom. 


NICARAGUA. 24 May—Despatch of U.S. military equipment by air 
(see United States). 


NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION. 24 May—lIn a 
speech at a luncheon given by press correspondents at S.H.A.P.E., 
Field-Marshal Montgomery gave a detailed analysis of the armed 
strength of the Soviet bloc. It included the following information. The 
strength of Soviet ground forces had remained constant since 1947 at 
about 175 divisions, but great strides had been made in mechanization 
and in the provision of modern equipment: sixty-five of the divisions 
were tank and mechanized divisions. The Soviet Union, east Germany, 
and the east European satellites had over 6 m. men under arms. of 
whom 4:5 m. were in the ground forces. The number of divisions in the 
satellite countries had almost doubled since 1947, being about eighty. 
Russia had a spearhead consisting of twenty-two Soviet divisions, 
mostly armoured, ready in east Germany for an advance into western 
Europe. Behind this were a further sixty Soviet divisions in east Euro- 
pean countries and western Russia, not including satellite divisions. 

The numerical strength of the Soviet Air Force had been stabilized at 
about 20,000 aircraft. Nearly all the fighters and well over two-thirds of 
the light bombers were jets. In the past three years the Russians had 
approximately tripled the number of major airfields in east Europe 
capable of accommodating jet fighters. The numerical strength of the 
satellite air forces had been doubled since 1951, nearly half being 
jet fighters. An effective air defence belt made up of airfields, warning 
systems, and anti-aircraft artillery dispositions was rapidly being built 
up along the western perimeter of the Soviet Union. 

The principal naval threat was the Soviet submarine strength of over 
300 submarines together with a considerable air and naval mine-laying 
capability. The Soviet bloc had developed a strong capability in the 
fields of atomic, chemical, and biological warfare, and the Russian 
economy was strong enough both to supply the armed forces and to 
build up stocks. The Russians had more than enough tanks, mortars, 
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North Atlantic Treaty Organization (continued) 

and anti-tank guns for about 300 divisions, and their stock of field 
and anti-aircraft artillery was several times that required to supply those 
divisions. 

Lord Montgomery believed that if war came atomic weapons would 
be used at the outbreak, and he said it was inevitable that the intro- 
duction of atomic and nuclear weapons would profoundly affect, not 
only the organization of armies and tactics, but also civil defence and 
the entire national war effort. He said a complete reorganization of the 
reserve armies of all N.A.T.O. nations was required. 

30 May—A report was issued in Washington by the chairman of the 
U.S. Senate appropriations committee and a member of the Senate 
armed services committee who had just visited Europe. They stated 
that the machinery of N.A.T.O. was cumbersome to a point where it 
might be a forerunner to disaster were circumstances such as made it 
necessary for it to be set in motion quickly. They found that Communist 
strength in France and Italy was a grave threat to the stability of Europe 
and the ratification of the European Defence Community Treaty. 
Many defence items supported by U.S. grants were being manu- 
factured in factories not twenty minutes flying time from the Iron 
Curtain countries. 


PAKISTAN. 30 May—East Pakistan. The Central Government took 
over the administration of East Pakistan from the Ministry of Mr 
Fazlul Huq, the Chief Minister. Gen. Iskandar Mirza, the Defence 
Secretary, was appointed Governor in place of Chandhri Khaliquzza- 
man. 

Mr Mohammad Ali broadcast an account of the actions of Mr Hug 
which had caused the Central Government to lose confidence in him, 
and described him as a ‘traitor’. The Prime Minister also stated that 
Majibur Rehman, the former Minister for Co-operation in the East 
Pakistan Cabinet, had been arrested for leading a riotous mob against 
the staff of Dacca gaol before he became a Minister. 

31 May—-Arrests. The number of persons arrested in East Pakistan 
by the Central Government authorities was reported to total over 200. 

1 June—Eleven Communists, including several journalists, were 
arrested in Karachi for activities ‘likely to disturb public peace and 
tranquillity’. In Dacca the number of arrests was stated to be 290. 
They included six members of the Provincial Assembly. 

2 June—lInternational Bank loan for gas pipeline in West Pakistan 
(see United States). 


RHODESIA AND NYASALAND. 30 May—Trade Unions. A trade 
union congress of the Federation was formed in Buluwayo. 


SAUDI ARABIA. 25 May—Buraimi Oasis. A statement (issued by 
the Saudi Arabian Embassy in Cairo) accused the British Government 
of having, on 5 May, prevented food supplies from reaching the in- 
habitants of the village of Hammassia. It said the Government had not 
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announced the action at the time to avoid giving the British Govern- 
ment an opportunity of indulging in its usual practice of denying 
‘proved facts’. The statement also alleged that incidents had occurred, 
one on 22 May, in which the British authorities had opened fire on 
tribesmen, killing three, and in which herds and flocks belonging to the 
ple of Hammassia were ‘stolen by British troops’. The Government 
‘challenges’ the British Government to agree to an international 
investigation. 
26 May—British reply to Saudi Arabian allegations (see Great 
Britain). 


SIAM. 29 May—Indo-China. The Government asked the U.N. 
Security Council to consider possible dangers to Siamese territory from 
the fighting in Indo-China and to appoint military observers to watch 
the situation, which it described as representing a threat to the security 
of Siam. 


SIERRA LEONE. 26 May—Commission on electoral systems (see 
Great Britain). 


SOUTH AFRICA. 26 May—Coloured Vote. While replying to the 
second reading debate on the Separate Representation of Voters 
Validation Bill in joint session of the two Houses, Dr Malan, Prime 
Minister, read a letter from Mr Golding, president of the Coloured 
People’s National Union (an influential moderate Coloured organiza- 
tion). The letter suggested that a conference of Coloured organizations 
be held to consider a compromise solution according to which there 
would be a separate roll for Coloured voters (as proposed by the 
Government) but with an arrangement that would ‘protect the present 
generation so that no one will be forcibly deprived of any franchise 
rights’, and ensuring also for Coloured people ‘rights and privileges 
which have hitherto been denied them’. Dr Malan said the letter was a 
most important document, and he invited those who agreed with it to 
discuss the matter with the Government before the committee stage. 
He strongly deprecated the Opposition’s insistence that members 
should vote according to caucus decision. 

The second reading was carried by 118 votes to 74. (For legal enact- 
ment at least 138 votes were required.) 


SPAIN. 20 May—Sir Winston Churchill’s denial of alleged promise to 
cede Gibraltar (see Great Britain). 

21 May—Gibraltar. The Foreign Ministry issued a Note affirming 
that between 1940 and 1942 the British Government ‘not only offered to 
discuss the return of Gibraltar should Spain remain neutral but also to 
satisfy what Britain then called Spain’s just claims in North Africa and 
to recognize Spain as a great Mediterranean Power’. It declared that 
these affirmations were proved by: (1) Sir Winston Churchill’s statement 
of 26 June 1940 which the Spanish Foreign Ministry interpreted as 
meaning that the British Government abandoned the project of an 
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Spain (continued) ; 
offer because of fear that it might be ineffective, not because it was 
unwilling to return Gibraltar in exchange for Spanish neutrality; 
(2) a ‘clear and definite promise’ to the Spanish Ambassador in London 
by the Parliamentary Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs ‘to consider 
later all our problems and aspirations, including Gibraltar’ (no date 
for the promise was given); (3) an unofficial conversation between the 
British Colonial Secretary and the Spanish Ambassador on 14 Sep- 
tember 1940 in which the former was reported as saying that he had 
repeatedly urged the Prime Minister to adopt a policy of inciting Spain 
to occupy French Morocco; (4) the speech of Sir Winston Churchill 
in a secret session of the House of Commons on g October 1940, in 
which he referred to Britain’s desire that Spain should occupy in the 
future her rightful place as a ‘great Mediterranean Power’; (5) a 
e*? declaration by Sir Winston Churchill to the Ambassador on 2 October 
je als 1941 that after the war ‘Britain would be in a position to bring strong 
won! and definite pressure to bear so that France should satisfy the just 
<2 claims of Spain in North Africa, and (6) to a further declaration of 
26 November 1942 in which Sir Winston Churchill was said to have 
ese” stated that ‘France and Italy will be weakened as a result of the war, 
which will carry Spain to a position such as she has not had for cen- 
turies’. 
26 May—Gibraltar. It was announced that Spanish tourists would 
not be allowed to visit Gibraltar. The measure did not effect Spanish 
workers in Gibraltar. 


SWITZERLAND. 28 May—U.S.S.R. Mr Molotov, the Soviet Foreign 
Minister, visited Berne as the guest of the Government, being the first 
Russian statesman to visit the capital since the Bolshevik Revolution. 


TRIESTE FREE TERRITORY. 20 May—The ! talian Christian Demo- 
cratic Party (the largest in Zone A) issued a statement in which they 
rejected any plan for the partition of the Free Territory. 


TUNISIA. 21 May—Habib Bourguiba. M. Voizard, French Resident- 
General, announced that the French Government, at the request of the 
Bey of Tunis, had decided to transfer the Neo-Destour leader, Habib 
Bourguiba, from his internment on an island off the north coast of 
Tunisia to the Breton island of Groix, where it would be possible to 
give him much better living conditions. 

M. Voizard said the decision was in line with his policy of appease- 
ment and clemency which he had pursued since his arrival in Tunis. He 
had abolished press censorship, emptied the internment camps, and 
secured French approval for a series of reforms which offered Tunisia 
both tangible benefits and promise for the future. He could say that so 
far his efforts had met with general appreciation, but obstacles and 
criticism had only reinforced his determination to follow a policy based 
on concord and tolerance. He asked in return for tangible proof of 
Tunisian goodwill. 
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22 May—Many shops in Tunisian towns remained closed in protest 
against the removal of Habib Bourguiba to Groix. Telephone cables 
were cut in three places. 

In an operation by security forces against rebel bands in the Djebel- 
Ischkeul region, between Ferryville and Bizerta, five outlaws were 
stated to have been killed and one captured. To the south other rebels 
blocked a main road near Bou-Chebka and opened fire on traffic, 
killing two people. 

24 May—In police raids against Fellaghas (desert bandits) near 
Gafsa and in the Gabés region eight bandits were killed and two 
spahis and three legionaries hurt. 

26 May—Five French settlers were murdered by Tunisian outlaws 
in attacks on two farms south of El Kef, near the Algerian border. M. 
Voizard told the press in Paris he was convinced that the murders were 
the work of a small isolated group of irresponsible outlaws. 

29 May—Attack on the Chief Minister. Mr Salah M’Zali, the 
Chief Minister, was fired at in Tunis by a Tunisian, but not injured. 
Mr Voizard arrived back from Paris and was given a hostile reception 
from French settlers in protest against the murder of five of their 
number on 26 May. 

31 May—Mr Voizard announced in a broadcast that he intended to 
maintain public order ‘at all costs’ and that reinforcements of infantry 
were being sent immediately to Tunis and forty-eight combat groups 
would be established in the forty-eight principal centres of colonization, 
with other measures to safeguard security. 

1 June—The Neo-Destour leader, M. Bourguiba, and the Bey of 
Tunis both issued appeals to the population to abandon methods of 
violence and called on Tunisians and Frenchmen to co-operate. 


TURKEY. 27 May—U.S.S.R. After notification to the Government in 
accordance with Article 13 of the Montreux {Convention, a Soviet 
cruiser and two destroyers passed through the Dardanelles en route 
for Albania, this being the first transit of Soviet warships through the 
Straits since the war. 

1 June—The Prime Minister in America (see United States). 


UGANDA. 27 May—It was announced that the three members who 
had resigned from the Lukiko committee to meet Professor Hancock 
had withdrawn their resignations and the Governor had withdrawn his 
veto on Dr Kalibala’s membership of the committee. The com- 
promise was the result of the personal intervention of Professor Hancock. 
_ 31 May—Buganda. The Governor reimposed a state of emergency 
in Buganda solely because ‘he is convinced that it is essential to enable 
the Government to carry out its primary duty of maintaining law and 
order and to protect the law-abiding public from the activities of a small 
number of people. There has been forcible prevention of selling and 
buying; cases have been reported in which people have been compelled 
to return goods bought; purchases have been seized and broken or 
thrown away, coffee trees belonging to people who have ignored the 
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Uganda (continued) 

boycott have been cut down; threats have been made against persons 
and property’. There had been whispering campaigns against those 
who ignored the boycott and shops had been picketed. Prominent 
Africans had received threatening letters, and general alarm had been 
caused to law-abiding citizens of Buganda and others. The announce- 
ment added that the measures being taken had the support of repre- 
sentatives and cross-bench members of the Legislative Council, both 
Africans and others. 

The Uganda Post, the Uganda Express, and the Uganda Eyogera 
were suspended for stirring up disaffection and racial hatred. 

1 June—Buganda. Mr Lyttelton’s statement in Parliament (see 
Great Britain). 

2 June—Buganda. The Uganda National Congress telegraphed to 
the Colonial Secretary and others in London protesting against the 
declaration of a state of emergency and complaining that the Uganda 
Government’s motive was to suppress the boycott. The Congress, it 
said, would not call it off until the Government agreed to repeal the 
deportation ordinance. 


UNITED NATIONS 
International Refugee Organization 

30 May—The General Assembly received a report from the High 
Commissioner for Refugees, who estimated that there were about 
350,000 refugees who had not yet been assimilated. Some 88,000 were 
living in camps in Europe. He stated that the U.N. refugee emergency 
fund needed $1,080,000 in 1954. 


Security Council 
29 May—Request from Siam re Indo-Chinese situation (see Siam). 
31 May—The representative of Jordan withdrew from the debate 
on Israel-Jordan border tension. 


UNITED STATES. 20 May—Hong Kong. The Commerce Depart- 
ment eased controls on non-strategic imports to Hong Kong. 

Austria. In a Note to the U.S. representative on the Allied Council 
in Austria, Mr Dulles said that the recent charges against the Austrian 
Government of intrigue against the occupying Powers were without 
foundation and were meant to intimidate the Austrian Government. 
The Austrian position was ‘in the best tradition of the courageous post- 
war Government coalition’. 

Randall Report on Foreign Trade. President Eisenhower issued 
the text of a letter to Mr Charles Percy, spokesman of a group which had 
held discussions with him at the White House regarding the implemen- 
tation of the Randall commission report (see p. 91). In his letter the 
President made clear that he would not attempt to press the recom- 
mendations through Congress in existing circumstances, but would 
ask only for a one-year extension of the Reciprocal Trade Agreements 
Act. He pointed out that several of the recommendations in his subse- 
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quent Message to Congress (see p. 218) could be carried out without 
further legislative authority—among them clarification of the applica- 
tion of the ‘Buy American’ legislation. 

21 May—Australia. A complaint was received from the Australian 
Government that the U.S. plan to sell surplus dairy products overseas 
threatened to depress prices and disrupt world trade. A similar protest 
had been received from the New Zealand Government. 

23 May—South-east Asian Defence. In a speech at Los Angeles 
Senator Wiley, chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee, declared 
that the United States must disenthral itself ‘of the concepts that we 
either need no allies, or that we can or should dictate to our allies, or 
that we can ignore the feelings of the neutral nations’. “We know,’ he 
went on, ‘that we cannot attempt to shoulder all of south-east Asia’s 
problems by ourselves, or even simply in conjunction with France and 
the Associated States. We must have the moral opinion of the free 
world and a material pool of co-operation as well’. He urged that if the 
United States were to commit itself in Indo-China, it should not be 
called a ‘police action’ when it might prove to be action of war. He also 
urged recognition of the fact that the use of air and naval forces without 

ground forces might not prove enough. He doubted the wisdom of 
considering a reduction of the army by three divisions when responsi- 
bilities were increasing rather than decreasing. 

24 May—Honduras and Nicaragua. The State Department 
announced that the United States was sending military equipment to 
Nicaragua and Honduras by air in implementation of military aid 
agreements recently signed. (The agreement with Honduras was signed 
on 20 May). The deliveries were due to the shipment of arms to Guate- 
mala from a Soviet bloc country (see p. 335). 

Negroes’ Rights. The Supreme Court ordered several State courts 
to reconsider decisions over the banning of negroes from universities. 

25 May—South-east Asia. Mr Dulles, Secretary of State, speaking at 
a press conference, said that no request had been received from the 
French Government for intervention in Indo-China, and that the 
American conditions for intervention were stil! that intervention must 
be collective and to defend freedom, not ‘colonialism’; that other 
nations in the area ‘must do their share’; that the action must be taken 
under the United Nations; and that it must have the approval of 
Congress. He said the United States would support an appeal to the 
United States to send a peace commission to south-east Asia. 

Guatemala. Mr Dulles said that Guatemala was already the ‘heaviest 
armed of all the Central American States’—with a military establish- 
ment three or four times that of any of its neighbours—before it 
received the ‘massive shipment of arms from behind the Iron Curtain’ 
(reported on 16 May). This shipload was to the value of $10 m. As a 
result of it, a Government in which Communist influence was very 
strong was able to dominate the Central American area. The arms being 
sent by the United States to Nicaragua and Honduras by air were to the 
Value of $60,000 each. He did not anticipate any difficulty, should there 
be trouble in the area, of getting prompt action under the Rio treaty. 
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United States (continued) 

China. Mr Lodge, chief U.S. delegate to the United Nations, 
speaking in Chicago, said that the United States would ‘steadfastly 
resist all manoeuvres by the Chinese Communist regime and its 
advocates to bribe its way into the United Nations on mere promises 
of good behaviour in future’. He charged the Peking regime with direct 
aggression in Korea, concealed aggression in Indo-China, and internal 
aggression against the Chinese people through mass killings and the 
introduction of the slave labour system. He also accused it of guiding 
and supplying Communists in Malaya and stirring up Communist 
activities in Burma and Indonesia. He found it a ‘strange paradox’ that 
Chinese Communists persistently attacked the United Nations, the 
very organization in which they demanded representation. 

26 May—Puerto Rico. The Attorney General announced the arrest 
of eleven leaders of the Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico on charges of 
conspiracy to overthrow the U.S. Government. He also ordered six 
other members of the party to be detained on charges of shooting five 
members of the House of Representatives on 22 May. 

Ethiopia. Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia arrived in Washington 
on a State visit. 

27 May—Emperor Haile Selassie emphasized the strategic position 
of his country in the Middle East. He said the lease-lend assistance 
programme had been of great help to Ethiopia, and he hoped his visit 
would help in obtaining more American investment in his country. 

Search of French Ship. The State Department announced that the 
French merchant ship Wyoming had been stopped and was being search- 
ed at Cristobal, at the entrance to the Panama Canal, to see if its cargo 
violated Customs regulations. The inspection was being made with the 
approval of the French Government and the French owners. Reports 
from the Canal Zone said the ship was being searched for arms and that 
Guatemala was among its destinations. 

28 May—South-East Asia. The State Department announced that 
the Governments of Australia, France, New Zealand, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States had agreed to military staff talks on 
the situation in south-east Asia, to begin in Washington on 3 June. 

The chairman of the President’s International Organizations Em- 
ployees Loyalty Board announced that the board had ‘unanimously 
reached the conclusion that there is no doubt as to the loyalty of Dr 
Bunche to the Government of the United States’. (He was director of 
the U.N. Trusteeship Division). 

30 May—N.A.T.O. Report of U.S. Senators on N.A.T.O. machinery 
after visit to European countries (see North Atlantic Treaty Organization). 

31 May—Foreign Policy. President Eisenhower, in an address at 
Columbia University, said the nation stood committed to two far- 
reaching policies: the building of a co-operative peace based on truth, 
justice, and fairness; and ‘the strengthening of America and her friends 
in love of liberty, in knowledge, and in comprehension, in a depend- 
able prosperity widely shared, and in a military posture adequate for 
security’. In these two aims, he said, ‘there is no iota of aggression’. 
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He recalled the measures taken to try to secure an honourable truce in 
Korea, a free and united Germany, a free Austria, a secure Indo- 
China and south-east Asia, and the harnessing of atomic energy for 

The first step had been achieved, and the armistice had inaugurated 
a new principle—that war prisoners were entitled to choose the sides to 
which they might be released, and ‘on its impact on history that one 
principle may weigh more than any battle of our time’. The second aim 
had been baulked by Russian demands for a ‘satellite climate in that 
country’. As for Austria, no acceptable Soviet plan had yet been made, 
and ‘far better that we end a discussion with the issues still unresolved 
than compromise a principle or accept an agreement whose price might 
be exacted in blood years hence’. As to atomic energy, the President 
said certain talks between Mr Dulles and Mr Molotov had proved 
disappointing, but they intended to proceed with them ‘as all other like 
negotiations’. ‘Surely,’ he said, ‘even the men in the Kremlin must 
realize that before all mankind now lies a grand prospect of a far better 
life for everyone. Its achievement requires only that scientists of every 
nation concentrate on the means to a plentiful life rather than on the 
tools of sudden death: that millions now under arms be released to 
fruitful work: and that the industries of war be converted to the produc- 
tion of useful goods.’ 

1 June—Dr Oppenheimer. The Atomic Energy Commission 
security board announced that the review of the case of Dr Oppen- 
heimer had resulted in his being found to be ‘loyal’ and ‘discreet’, but 
the board recommended that he should not be reinstated in his former 
position as consultant to the Commission. One member of the board 
dissented from this. 

Turkey. Mr Menderes, the Turkish Premier, arrived in Washington 
for discussions with the State Department. 

2 June—The International Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment announced the granting of a twenty-year loan of £5 m. for the 
construction of a natural gas pipeline in West Pakistan. 

Atomic Energy. President Eisenhower said at his press conference 
that little success had been achieved so far regarding discussion of his 
proposal of 8 December for the formation of an international pool for 
the development of peaceful uses of atomic energy. Moscow, he added, 
had closed the door to the immediate accomplishment of what was 
contained in the proposal. 


US.S.R. 20 May—Espionage. The army newspaper, Red Star, gave 
details of the alleged confession of V. O. Okhrimovich, a Ukrainian 
nationalist, who had been executed as an American spy after trial by a 
military tribunal at Kiev. He was said to have confessed to having been 
trained in Germany and parachuted into Ukrainian territory in order 
to organize terrorist groups. 

Indian protest re use of Indian nationals for espionage (see India). 

21 May—Great Britain. A Note was received from the British 
Foreign Office protesting against the Russian declaration that Major 
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U.S.S.R. (continued) 

Landon, assistant military attaché, was unacceptable (see 13 May), and 

rejecting Russian charges that he had engaged in espionage. 
26 May—Great Britain. On the occasion of the twelfth annive 

of the Anglo-Soviet treaty, an editorial in /zvestia said that an improve- 

ment in the two countries’ relations would be of value not only to them- 

selves but to all countries interested in maintaining peace—especially 

European countries. Pravda noted the great possibilities for an exten- 

sion of Anglo-Soviet trade and cultural relations and said the only 

obstacle to an extension so far was the ‘ill-starred American Battle 4 

Act’. 
27 May—Soviet warships’ transit of Dardanelles (see Turkey). * 
28 May—Note to British Government re the N.T.S. in Great Britain 

(see Great Britain). A 
Mr Molotov’s official visit to Berne (see Switzerland). 


mir 


YUGOSLAVIA. 21 May—Incident in Adriatic (see Italy). C 
23 May—Release of ratings (see Jtaly). 
26 May—Hungary. A semi-official report announced the signing 
in Vienna of a barter agreement covering goods worth $2°5 m. between 
Yugoslav and Hungarian nationalized concerns. (It was the first trade 
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- é: agreement to be signed with a Soviet bloc country since 1949.) Dr 

" | Austria. It was announced that an Austro-Yugoslav convention had 

3 35) been signed in Geneva settling differences over the use of the River 

: ai Drave waters, and ensuring supplies to Yugoslavia from the Austrian 

aoe: hydro-electric station at Lavamiind. Dr 

ae 31 May—Marshal Tito left Split for Greece. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

June General Election in Iraq. 

1 ,, 10 F.A.O. Conference on Locust Control, Cairo. Pee 

», 11 Benelux Conference of Committee Presidents, The Hague. A 
» 1§ Gold Coast Elections. Sta 


July 2 Benelux Conference of Ministers, Brussels. 


